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Overview  of Presentation 

• Paper provided a high-level overview of regulatory and legislative 
developments between June 2024 and April 2025;

• Presentation will focus on highlights in relation to each of :
• Power

• Environmental Law 

• Coal

• Questions/Discussion
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Pow er

• Conservation and Reclamation Regulation 

Amendments to the Conservation and Reclamation Regulation and the Activities Designation Regulation are intended to “create consistent reclamation requirements across all 

forms of renewable energy operations, including a mandatory reclamation security requirement.” Notable amendments to the Conservation and Reclamation Regulation include:

• adoption of the Code of Practice for Solar and Wind Renewable Energy Operations into the regulation;

• the creation of consistent reclamation requirements across all forms of renewable energy operations, including a mandatory reclamation security requirement; and

• an exemption from security requirements for wind and solar operators who apply for registration under the Environmental Protection and Enhancement Act and provide 

security to a registered owner of the land under a surface lease.
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Pow er

• Electric Energy Land Use and Visual Assessment Regulation 

The new Electric Energy Land Use and Visual Assessment Regulation, (“EELUVA Regulation”) made under the Alberta Utilities Commission Act, came into force on December 6, 2024, 

pursuant to Order in Council 368/2024.  The EELUVA Regulation is consistent with the Alberta government’s “agricultural first” approach to renewable power generation and 

codifies certain requirements for the construction and operation of power plants, which are intended to enhance protections for “conserving the environment, agricultural 

lands and beautiful viewscapes.”  These requirements fall within three main categories: 

i. agricultural lands and productivity;

ii. irrigation potential; and 

iii.  valued viewscapes. 

The EELUVA Regulation applies to all applications for the construction or operation of power plants (including solar and wind power plants) under AUC Rule 007, unless one of 

the exemptions set out under subsection 2(2) of the EELUVA Regulation applies. Specifically, the EELUVA Regulation does not apply to applications for the construction and 

operation of small power plants, isolated generating units, micro-generation units, power plants situated on a federal Indian reserve, or for alterations to an existing power 

plant approval issued by the AUC.
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Pow er

• Restructured energy market 

Over the past few years the Government of Alberta has considered several policy options to modernize the electricity framework in Alberta (e.g., October 2023 Green Paper 

discussing potential changes in respect of transmission policy). In March 2024, the Minister of Affordability and Utilities (“Minister”) announced interim market measures to 

address concerns with generators engaging in economic and physical withholding practices that increase consumer energy costs and signaled future market reforms that 

would promote grid reliability and affordability.  At the same time, the Minister announced the public release of Alberta Electric System Operator (“AESO”) and Market 

Surveillance Administrator (“MSA”) reports which, among other things, recommended that the government implement a Restructured Energy Market (“REM”) to achieve 

“stronger incentives for dispatchable generation, lessen the impacts of market power, and provide long-term signals for investment to promote grid reliability within the 

province.”  Most recently, the Minister of Affordability and Utilities tabled Bill 52, Energy and Utilities Statutes Amendment Act, 2025 (Bill 52), the first legislative tool proposed to 

implement the REM. Below, a brief history leading up to Bill 52 is discussed, followed by a brief summary of some of the key amendments proposed by Bill 52.
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Environm ental Law  

• Bill C-69 Amendments to the Impact Assessment Act of 
Canada 

Drafted in response to the Supreme Court’s ruling in Reference re Impact Assessment Act, amendments to the Impact Assessment Act (“IAA”)  were enacted through Bill C-69, on 

June 20, 2024.  According to the Government of Canada, these amendments respond to the Supreme Court’s decision by reinforcing the principle of cooperative federalism and 

enhancing procedural clarity for stakeholders while ensuring federal oversight remains targeted and constitutionally sound.

The amendments have not satisfied Government of Alberta, which referred the constitutionality of the amended IAA to the Court of Appeal on November 20, 2024.
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Bill C-69 Am endm ents to the Im pact 
Assessm ent Act of Canada 
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Coal

• 1976 Coal Development Policy “zoned” the Eastern Slopes for coal exploration and development

• Exploration allowed in  Category 2 but surface mining generally prohibited

• Coal Policy rescinded in June 2020, permitting mine development in Category 2, but reinstated in February 2021 after significant public backlash

• In reinstating the Coal Policy, the Government of Alberta issued direction to the AER in the form of three Ministerial Orders that suspended all coal licensing 
approvals on the Eastern slopes of the Rockies:

• Ministerial Order 054/2021 issued 8 February 2021, directed the AER not to issue any new coal exploration approvals in Category 2 lands. 

• Ministerial Order 093/2021 issued 10 November 2021, directed the AER to pause coal exploration activities in Category 2 lands.

• Ministerial Order 002/2022 issued 2 March 2022, directed the AER to suspend approvals for exploration and development of Category 3 and 4 lands, with 
the exception of advanced projects or active approvals. 

• On January 20, 2025, the 3 MOs were rescinded as part of the GOA’s “Coal Industry Modernization Initiative” (MO 003-2025)

• Coal Policy land use categories re-confirmed 

• But prohibition on new open pit mines (?)

• Exception for existing (“advanced”) projects, including Grassy Mountain
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Thank You

• The presenters wish to thank Alex Dingman (Associate), Joelle French (Associate), Kurt 
Soderstrom (student-at-law) , Kate Wegscheidler (student-at-law) and Josie Britton (student-at-
law), all with McLennan Ross LLP.
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Questions?
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